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IELTS Speaking Practice Test 20 Topic: English Class
Activities

Speaking Part 1

1 Where do you study?

| study English Honours in Bethune College. | am in my second year.

2 What subject are you studying?

| am studying English hons. | chose this subject as my career because | had a passion for
this, since my childhood. | used to read story books all the time. Even when | was
supposed to read my textbooks, | used to sneak story books and read them.

[restrict paid=true]

3 What was your favourite subject at school?

My favourite subject has always been english. Along with that, | had a real interest in
History too.

4 Which part of the course do you enjoy most?

| was more attracted to the part History of English Literature & History of Indian Writing in
English. It helped me know how English Literature evolved with every passing time.

5 Why did you choose to study that?
| chose this subject because I loved it. From grammar to literature, | love everything about

this subject. Being the most accepted language, it is important for everyone to know the
basics.

Speaking Part 2

Here is an audio of the sample answers given below. Please listen to it for more clarity on
the Speaking Test.

https://ieltsmaterial.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/IELTS-Speaking-Practice-
Test-20.mp3
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Describe an unforgettable class activity that you have taken part in as part of your
English study

You should say

what this activity was

when and where you did this activity

how you did it

and explain how you benefited from this activity

Sample Answer

The best foreign language-learning activity | ever had took place in my sophomore year of
college in my English class with Mr. Wang. Every Monday, we would take about twenty
minutes of class, and everyone had to stand up and say what they did over the weekend.
The mini-speeches didn’t have to he long or that involved; rather, it was just an
opportunity to get everyone up and speaking English. What made the activity fun, though,
was not really the assignment. Instead, it was the class that made it interesting. The first
couple of Mondays, the speeches weren't anything special. Most were pretty boring, and
the class had more of a “let’s just get this done” attitude instead of an “I like this activity”
attitude. The third Monday, however, this all changed. One of the students stood up and
told an extremely creative story, using a lot of interesting phrases and some truly funny
vocabulary. After this, the class all sort of accepted this as the new norm, and every week
became a contest to see who could tell the funniest, most creative story. As a result, going
to class on Monday became something to really look forward to.

In addition, the activity also really helped out our language ability. No longer were we just
taking words and phrases out of the book, we were looking for other places, trying to be
the most creative. Not only was it really fun, it also encouraged working harder!

Vocabulary

e Sophomore: a sophomore is a student in the second year of study at high school
or college
Eg: I am in my sophomore year
* Mini-speeches: small speeches
Eg: She is good with her mini-speeches
e Encouraged: motivate
Eg: | encouraged her to play for the competition
* look forward to: to see what comes next
Eg: I am looking forward to the meeting

2/5



= DonHills Consultancy
https://ielts.echinexpress.com

Speaking Part 3

1 Why do people learn English in China?

| believe people learn English in order to adapt to the shrinking of the world. In this day
and age, contact and business from country to country is extremely easy, and as a result,
language has become a barrier that you must overcome if you want to participate.
Therefore, learning English for most people is a great way to be able to do business or
make friends with foreigners. | think it's really positive.

2 Some people say that if you are going to work in a Chinese company in China,
then learning English is a waste of time. Do you agree?

| do not agree at all with this statement for several reasons. First, how do you know you
are always going to working for a Chinese company? If you can speak English well, you
might be able to get a better job in an international company. Secondly, why does
language-learning only have to be about business? If you can speak English, you have
expanded the number of friends you can possibly make. | have made friends with Chinese
people only because they spoke English. | think the above statement is just an excuse
given by people who don’t want to try to learn new things.

3 What do you think is the best age for children to begin learning English?

| believe that children should start learning foreign languages as early as possible. If they
can, they should try and learn other languages as they are learning their native language.
It has been proven that kids can pick up languages easier than adults. They are less set in
their ways and more open to new things. | have a cousin who has a Mexican mother, an
American father and is living in Cairo, Egypt. He is only one year old now but is already
picking up Spanish, English, and Arabic. Learning as a child saves a lot of hassle as an
adult.

4 Would you say it's better to study English overseas than in China?

| believe that for most people, this is not possible. Either it's too expensive or they can’t
find the time or a way to live in a foreign country, so it’s out of the question. However, if
they can arrange it, it is definitely easier to learn a foreign language in that country. Being
surrounded by people speaking the language you are trying to learn is extremely helpful.
The best way to do it, | think, is to take classes of a language to build a base, then go.
That way, when you get to the country, you aren’t totally overwhelmed.

5 Do adults have more difficulties than children in learning a foreign language?

Yes. | believe this wholeheartedly. Adults who have been speaking one language for a
long period of time may find many difficulties in learning a new language. They will also
easily fall into the patterns of their native language, making learning hard. Kids, however,
are still learning their native language, so they don’t have established patterns to fall back
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on. As a result, new material is a lot easier for them to learn.
6 Why do people prefer to study English over other languages?

| believe that the reason is mostly economic. English-speaking countries, for the most part,
make up most of the richest countries in the world. As a result, many people want to learn
English so that they can do business with companies in those rich countries. In addition,
English has kind of been accepted as one of very few, if not the only, worldwide
languages. People all over the world speak English. Therefore, people who want to
participate in relationships that span the globe find that English is the most common
language to do this.

7 English is now used as an international language. What other languages do you
think might develop into international languages?

English is indeed used as an international language. The only other language | can see
achieving this status is Chinese. The number of people who speak it is great and the
country is growing economically so quickly that | think more and more people worldwide
are going to choose to learn it. The biggest barrier to this, however, is that Chinese is
written in characters. It may be a pipe dream, but if the Chinese changed to pinyin as the
way to write and read. | think it would explode all over the world. I, speaking as someone
trying to learn it, can testify as to how much easier that would make learning the language.

8 Besides English, what other foreign languages do people study in China?

In China, learning English reigns supreme. | imagine that it is by far the most popular
language to learn in the country. No other language comes close, | think. If | had to choose
some other languages for people to learn, | would guess that Japanese and Spanish
would be the next two. Japanese is important because of the size of the Japanese
economy. Spanish, because it is so similar to English, is fairly easy to learn, and because
many people worldwide speak it.

9 Compare the future popularity of Chinese and English as foreign languages to
study.

English became as popular as it is now because of the extreme wealth and worldwide
influence of English-speaking countries especially the US. People realized that one of the
best ways to make money was to do business with Americans, and in order to do this, they
had to learn English. | think that China is approaching this position now. Its economic
influence is spreading extremely fast, and people across the world are realizing that
learning Chinese is a great way to make money. As a result, in the future, | think Chinese
will start approaching the popularity of English, though probably not ever overtaking it.

10 Do you think studying foreign languages can benefit world peace? (How?)

Yes, | do believe that if countries can speak to each other easily, tensions are much easier
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to get rid of. Just as important, however, is studying the culture of other countries.
Understanding that other countries might act differently or take offense at different actions
IS a great way to create a more easygoing atmosphere. But yes, language is definitely the
first step towards creating a more peaceful environment.

11 What difficulties do you think international guests might have when they study
Chinese?

There are many answers to this question. First, reading feels like an impossible task.
Forcing yourself to memorize characters rather than being able to read and figure out the
meanings of words is a huge barrier. It is extremely intimidating to see the thousands of
characters and realize you have to memorize most of them. Secondly, the terms are
particularly difficult learning a language where the inflection can indicate what kind of
attitude you have, and realizing that it isn’t just what you are saying but how you are
saying it that affects the meaning is really difficult. There are also many others, like
learning neutral accents and proper pronunciation.

Vocabulary for Speaking Part 3

e Adapt: habituate

Eg: | am adapting to the change
* Overwhelmed: emotion in excess

Eg: She is overwhelmed by the team’s victory
e Wholeheartedly: completely

Eg: Teacher has supported us wholeheartedly
* Reigns: to possess or exercise sovereign power
EQg: British reigned India for long.
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