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IELTS Speaking Practice Test 14 Topic: Furniture

Speaking Part 1

1Do you have a lot of furniture in your home?

Not a lot but yes I have some furniture at my home and they are very basic ones.

2What kind of furniture would you like to buy?

I would like to buy more comfortable and classy looking furniture which will give a very
good look to my overall interior and also a type of furniture in which a lot of stuff can be
kept.

[restrict paid=true]

3What’s your favorite furniture?

My favorite furniture is the cabinet of my books and work related documents which I
bought recently .It is made of the best wood and also designed as per the room interior.

Speaking Part 2

Here is an audio of the sample answers given below. Please listen to it for more clarity on
the Speaking Test

https://ieltsmaterial.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/IELT-Speaking-Practice-Test-14.mp3

 

Describe an item of furniture that you use often.

You should say

what it is
where it is
what it looks like
and explain how or why you use it.
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Sample Answer

Here is the sample answer for the “describe an item of furniture that you use often” topic:

A piece of furniture I use often is a small folding chair. It’s made of green canvas, and
because it is a folding chair, I can easily put it away and out of sight when I’m not using it.
It is convenient for me because my room is small and I don’t have space for a lot of
furniture. I also don’t like clutter, so by putting the chair away after I use it, my room looks
a little tidier. My bedroom is the only place in the house that I have to myself, so I spend a
lot of time there either studying or working.

I am in my last year of university, so I have many writing assignments and individual
research to do. I do most of my writing on my laptop, so it’s convenient and comfortable to
sit in my chair with my computer on my lap, either typing or reading or both. As I said, the
chair is made of canvas and the frame is aluminum so it’s lightweight and easy to put
away and take out whenever I need it. Surprisingly it is very comfortable for a folding chair,
and that was the most important factor for me when I chose it. It was also inexpensive. It’s
not a very beautiful piece of furniture, but it has definitely been one of the most practical
things I’ve bought in a long time.

Vocabulary for Cue Card

Here are the vocabularies for “describe an item of furniture that you use often” with
examples:

Clutter: Cover or fill (something) with an untidy collection of things.
Eg: The kids always clutter the hall with school bag
Tidy: Neat and clean
Eg: She always keeps her room tidy
Sight: The faculty or power of seeing.
Eg: There was no one insight

Speaking Part 3

1When, in what situations do people in your country buy furniture?

Most people buy furniture at a few main points in their lives. Naturally when people are
getting married is one of those times. Another time is when they buy a new flat.

2How do people decide what furniture to buy for the home or office? What factors
do they consider? 

Well, they will consider what kind of furniture is needed. They will also look at which room
it will go in and how much space they have. The women especially will think about color
and style and what design looks best to them. I’d say price is probably the deciding point.
They might like something very much, but if it’s too expensive they won’t be able to buy it.
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3In Chinese families, who usually decides what furniture to buy for the home?

I think it varies from family to family. Nowadays, couples are making more decisions
together. In my family, my parents even ask me what I think or like. In the past, often the
men made decisions that concerned money, but some of those things are changing now.

4Do people in China prefer traditional or modern styles of furniture?

That also depends on the people and the families. I don’t think there is any set
preference. From my experience though, I would say many younger couples prefer
modern furniture. I think it goes along with other trends in our country. What I mean is that
modern or foreign fashions are often more popular and interesting, especially for young
people. Maybe I’m different in this way though because I think many pieces of traditional
furniture in our country are very beautiful. They are also often made better than the
modern things.

5Have there been any recent changes in the kinds of furniture that people in China
use?

Well, as I said a lot of foreign influence has come into our country and this is affecting what
people buy, including furniture. A very popular furniture store right now is IKEA, this is a
store from Sweden and its style of furniture is a big change from the recent and distant
past. I think that if people have the money they may return to the quality furniture from
years gone by. Over all, though, the predominant style of furniture that people in China use
is modern.

6What factors should a furniture designer consider when designing a piece of
furniture?

The use of the particular piece would be the first consideration. A designer would also
have to think of the market he is targeting. This would usually indicate the cost of the
finished product. This in turn will influence what materials he can use within that  price
range.

7What are the qualities of a good furniture designer?

I’d say he needs to be artistic and imaginative. At the same time a designer also has to
have quite a bit of practical sense. It’s generally no use to design something that is
beautiful but impossible to construct. Or maybe the designer can figure out how to build it,
but it ends up so expensive that no one can afford it. In any design field, there are people
who design something more for art’s sake: they don’t really expect anyone to buy it or
they hope to find a collector to buy it as a piece of art more than as something useful.

8What kinds of housing are there in China?
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There are many kinds of housing just as in other countries. There are flats and houses and
also villas, but of course most people can’t afford anything other than flats. That is at least
the case in the cities. In the rural areas, there are many people who live in houses, but
these are usually very simple houses and these people are usually farmers.

9How do people decide on the kind of housing they choose to live in?

In reality I don’t think most people have a lot of choices. Unless they are very rich, and
these people are few in number compared to the general population. Most decide on flats
because that is all they can afford. Usually people will try to choose something as close to
their workplace as possible. Unfortunately, even in that there is not much choice and many
people still have to spend a lot of time travelling to and from work.

10For most Chinese people, what is an ideal house?

I think if most Chinese people could choose any house they wanted, they would choose a
private individual house rather than a flat. They’d also want something with a garden
where they could have flowers and trees and even grow some vegetables. They would
also want something big enough that they could have members of their family live with
them or at least a place they could stay if they came for a visit.

11How has housing changed in China?

Nowadays people live in flats and often these are in tall buildings if in big cities. In the past
most lived in houses even if they were small. Some cities had courtyard houses where
many family members lived together, and there was a garden in the middle where they
could enjoy the outdoors together. You’ve probably heard of these. They are interesting to
foreigners.

12How will housing change in the future?

I can imagine there will be more flats in the big cities that will be in taller buildings and with
more modern facilities and equipment built into them. I hope though that some designers
will do something to see that there are more park areas in between the buildings. I think
city planners are making a big mistake by cramming in so much concrete. More green
areas would be an important change to make in the future.

Vocabulary for Speaking Part 3

Preference: A greater liking for one alternative over another or others.
Eg:  Do you have any particular preference?
Beautiful: Pleasing the senses or mind aesthetically.
Eg: There is a beautiful bird in the cage
Predominant: Present as the strongest or main element.
Eg: In-hospital there is always a predominant smell of Dettol around
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